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although these nations received the message of Jesus
2,000 years ago, they never enforced it on anything like a
universal scale, and therefore today find themselves bank-
rupt in the face of the impending doom. And so, men of
light and leading among them feel the urge to seek a re-
interpretation of that teaching in the light of present-day
problems and how effectively to apply it to them.
India's non-violence movement has thus by sheer con-
trast come to acquire a world significance. Gandhiji's visi-
tor friends were, therefore, naturally anxious to study and
understand the inner springs of his non-violence and put
him searching questions regarding the nature and meaning
of his faith, and prayer and fasting and silence, and non-
violent resistance as inculcated by him in its application
to the problem of international anarchy and "gangsterism
amongst nations'3. And finally they sought his advice as
to how missioiiaiy effort, which they represented, could be
co-ordinated with India's non-violence movement for the
achievement of the common goal.
Leaving out the last question, which was exhaus-
tively dealt with in the course of the talk, already reported,
with Dr. Mott, I shall try to sum up here Gandhiji's ans-
wers to various questions that were discussed with him by
the visitors, and supplement his remarks, where necessary,
to further elucidate his standpoint, by his utterances since.
The Question of Motive
Going to die very rock-bottom, one of the questioners
asked Gandhiji what his motive in life was, :ithe thing that
leads us to do what we do", whether it was religious, or social
or political.
"Purely religious," replied Gandhiji. "This was the
question asked me by the late Mr. Montagu when I ac-
companied a deputation which was purely political. 'How
have you, a social reformer,' he exclaimed, cfound your
way into this crowd?5 My reply was that it was only an
extension of my social activity, I could not be leading a
religious life unless I identified myself with the whole of
mankind, and that I could not do unless I took part in poli-
tics. The whole gamut of man's activities today constitutes

